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DARC MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2008
NEXT MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday February 20, 2008 THE DRUMLINS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, LTD
Doors open at 7:00pm Meeting Agenda
Meeting 7:30pm DATE: 01/16/08 CALL TO ORDER: 19:30 Adj
INew Yorscptate ENO MEMBERS / GUESTS: N2RUS, N2COJ, N2JC, W4
E :STS: N2RUS, N2COJ, N2JC, WAILN,
Route 31 Newark, NY KD2NJ, WA2JOF, KB2KBY, K20EQ, PHIL LUNDY and new
or try 146.745 members Becky Schwartz - KC2RZM & Chuck Smith —
AB2XM
FEBRUARY PROGRAM:

MINUTES:  Accepted as published
“MANUAL VS. AUTO TUNER”

) ) . TREASURERS REPORT: by KB2KBY MTA N2COJ 2™
If you missed the January DARC meeting you missed a good WAILN & CARRIED

program on the Antique Wireless Association (AWA) mu-
seum. Thanks to Duncan, K2OEQ, for obtaining the AWA
video and introduction for the group gathered. The video

academy building, which will be moving in the future. The Packet: 144.950- Brantling dead, SEMO- (NEWARK) ?
AWA has purchased a bigger one-floor building on Rte 5-20 Wegman’s Hilt. working good S 3

in Bloomfield and is in the process of moving the museum to
be able to house the AWA on one floor and increase the size
of the floor collection. The video in itself will be an antique so
to speak once the move is made. Hi!

PUBLIC SERVICE: NTR slow time of the year

RACES: No net Superbowl Sunday

ACTIVITIES & CONTESTS: Vhf Contest — 01/19---01/20, an-

For February the program will be a demonstration of manual nual AWA AM QSO party/contest 02/09 — 02/10

and auto antenna tuners. With the revamping of our SEMO HF
positions with our new IC-718s, the comparison will help the
club decide which way to go make the HF positions operation
friendly. Not only will it show some members the proper man-
ual operation of an antenna tuner but it will show with the
718s how we have an auto tuner advantage.

VE TEAM: NTR

NEWSLETTER: Thanks Irv.  Anyone with articles, get them to
Irv for publication. Publishing a newsletter is hard enough by
itself, Articles and input sure do help.

There has been discussion of why to do all of this when the REMEMBERANCE: Mernbv?jrs with medical issues: WA2CER-
club HF positions are not used that much. If one of our pur- Surgery and post op comp_hcatlons, K2MPE - Surgery for removal
poses as an ARRL club is to help in emergency communica- of tumor, AA2XG — Hospital stay.

tions then we must be prepared for that purpose. Like anything
in an emergency, we prepare our self for that emergency. For- | OLD BUSINESS: Confirmed Date for the Hamfest-—3"" SAT-
tunately we live in a better part of the country where we a less | URDAY IN April 04/19/08

likely to have a tornado, flooding, mudslides, forest fires, KJI Electronics, QuickSilver, & Yukon are booked. Bob from

Continued on page 2
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The Drumlins Leaders 07-08
President Jim Collinsworth, N2JC 315-483-8136
V-President  Doug Peeso, KB2ROP 315-587-2889
Secretary Russ Millspaw, N2RUS 315-483-8924
Treasurer Dave Taylor, KB2KBY 315-597-4293
Program Charles Escriva, KB2SOZ 315-986-5779
Prog. Asst Dave Taylor, KB2KBY 315-597-4293
Director 3 yr  Bob Wilkin, W2GIV 315-923-2620
Director 2 yr  Harold Spencer, WAILN 315-539-3819
Director 1 yr  Steve Elliott, N2COJ 315-789-2701
Sysop .745 Jeff Jenson, N2MKT 315-483-1537
Sysop .685  Bruce Blair, WB2QKO 315-597-9731
News Letter  Irv Walter, WA2SOK 315-597-2192
Club Trustee Dave Taylor, KB2KBY 315-597-4293

Program from page 1

earthquakes, etc., etc.,etc. Okay, so the radios don’t seem to be
used. In the old days of tube etc., you had to keep the rigs going to
keep them functioning properly. With the new rigs today this is not
as critical. And since most of us have the gears we want for own
personal contesting, Field Days seems to be the only activity we do
something. So what? The HF positions are for emergencies.

The question is how to make these 718 HF positions more user-
friendly, so anyone can fire them up and be able to use them. So
the manual vs. auto program will bring out the pros and cons of
both so an objective decision can be made.

We are in the process of getting a “club rummage sale” together
for March to get rid of stuff we don’t use. The funds generated
with that rummage sale would be used to purchase antenna tuners
and power supplies for the 718s so we have two identical working
stations. This would make our goal of helping in emergencies
much easier. So come to the February meeting and see what it is all
about: manual vs. auto tuners.

Minutes from Page 1

Yukon has offered to print our tickets in exchange for adver-
tising rights on the backside. Kb2kby will contact him for de-
tails.

The Executive Committee will meet before the Feb member-
ship meeting to inventory Club equipment and clean out the
storerooms. Possibly some of the unused equipment may be
offered to members or sold at the Hamfest to defray the cost
of the new power supplies for the club HF radios

NEW BUSINESS: Possibility of a new license class in Wal-
worth, details as they become available

50/50: $3.50 Gil WA2JOF
ADJOURNMENT: 20:10 AB2XM 2" N2COJ

Program: AWA video

FEBRUARY PROGRAM
“MANUAL VS. AUTO TUNER”

If you missed the January DARC meeting you missed a good pro-
gram on the Antique Wireless Association (AWA) museum.
Thanks to Duncan, K20EQ), for obtaining the AWA video and in-
troduction for the group gathered. The video shows the museum in
Bloomfield as is in the old cobblestone academy building, which
will be moving in the future. The AWA has purchased a bigger
one-floor building on Rte 5-20 in Bloomfield and is in the process
of moving the museum to be able to house the AWA on one floor
and increase the size of the floor collection. The video in itself will
be an antique so to speak once the move is made. Hi!

News Letter Stuff Send To: Irv Walter, WA2SOK
2881 Macedon Ctr. Rd. Lot 57 Palmyra. NY. 14522
Tel: (315)-597-2192  E-mail: wa2sok@rochester.rr..com

For February the program will be a demonstration of manual
and auto antenna tuners. With the revamping of our SEMO HF
positions with our new IC-718s, the comparison will help the
club decide which way to go make the HF positions operation
friendly. Not only will it show some members the proper man-
ual operation of an antenna tuner but it will show with the
718s how we have an auto tuner advantage.

There has been discussion of why to do all of this when the
club HF positions are not used that much. If one of our pur-
poses as an ARRL club is to help in emergency communica-
tions then we must be prepared for that purpose. Like anything
in an emergency, we prepare our self for that emergency. For-
tunately we live in a better part of the country where we a less
likely to have a tornado, flooding, mudslides, forest fires,
earthquakes, etc., etc.,etc. Okay, so the radios don’t seem to be
used. In the old days of tube etc., you had to keep the rigs go-
ing to keep them functioning properly. With the new rigs to-
day this is not as critical. And since most of us have the gears
we want for own personal contesting, Field Days seems to be
the only activity we do something. So what? The HF positions
are for emergencies.

The question is how to make these 718 HF positions more
user-friendly, so anyone can fire them up and be able to use
them. So the manual vs. auto program will bring out the pros
and cons of both so an objective decision can be made.

We are in the process of getting a “club rummage sale” to-
gether for March to get rid of stuff we don’t use. The funds
generated with that rummage sale would be used to purchase
antenna tuners and power supplies for the 718s so we have
two identical working stations. This would make our goal of
helping in emergencies much easier. So come to the February
meeting and see what it is all about: manual vs. auto tuners.

Hamfest Setup Friday April 18, 7Pm Pizza as usual!




AB2IK HONORED

At this year’s Drumlins post Christmas dinner, AB2IK, Wally
Straight was honored with a plaque from the club. Many articles
have been seen in the “Drumlins Rumblins™ newsletter about
Wally greeting people at WalMart. Wally has very politely and
quietly asked WalMart patrons to donate a $1 to the Golisano
Children’s Hospital at Strong Hospital in memory of his grand-
son. (He does not tell patrons this, but we know why he asks.)
The club decided since Wally and his XYL, Anne, were attending
this year’s dinner to surprise Wally. And you missed a good sur-
prise!

The plaque read:” 2008 Drumlins Amateur Radio Club honors
Wally Straight, AB2IK, for his CW-‘continuous welfare’-to the
Golisano Children’s Hospital.” To further represent the CW
theme, Wally received a pin of a J-38 straight key to wear so he
could ‘brag’ about his award and accomplishment. On the back
was a small inscription stating his award. We use the term brag
loosely as Wally is not that type of man. But if asked I know he
will gladly explain. Hi!

The last time an article appeared in the newsletter, Wally had col-
lected $130,000 for the Children’s Hospital. Well that is now
over $187,000! And according to Wally the goal of WalMart is to
see $50,000 collected this 2008. Wally is in the Canandaigua
store now. So if you are there, look for him, and get that dollar
bill out to hand to him!

It is with great pleasure the Drumlins ARC honors Wally, AB2IK,
this year. Wally is a shining example of amateurs in the amateur

community who quietly and demurely serve the public
without personal thought of gain.  Wally, FB!

CLUB ADDRESS:

Dave Taylor KB2ZKBY Club Trustee
228 W. Jackson St. Palmyra, NY 14522
Packet: Kb2kby-1 thru Newark Node
Email: kb2kby@rochester.rr.com

RACES NET SUNDAYS 8:45 PM 146.745
Except for Holiday Weekends

e

DRUMLINS POST-CHRISTMAS DINNER
“2008”

Once again the Drumlins post-Christmas dinner was held at the
Palmyra VFW Post thanks to the VFW Women’s Auxiliary on
January 26th. Thirty-nine were in attendance for the dinner-
included members, XYLs and YLs. The weather cooperated
nicely so all could arrive safely. A nice white new snow blan-
keted the area as the group left for home. It was an idyllic Up-
state New York scene.

The Auxiliary ladies did a great job with the food once again.
The conversation was cordial and great to see faces that have
not been seen since last year’s party. We had some new fresh
faces this year as well. After the meal before our program we
had a fifty-fifty drawing. WA2SOK, Irv, and Becky, KC2RZM,
one of our new members this year, won the drawings. You
should have seen their faces. That was worth the party to see.

“Pop” Spencer-a.k.a. W4ILN-furnished the entertainment for
the evening after the good meal. Spence had entertained us be-
fore a couple of years ago, but he has added a lot of instruments
to his collection since last time. Spence is a natural for this type
of program. He just goes with the flow and the dialogue just
comes off the top of his head. He knows his ‘stuff’ and there-
fore it comes easy to me. It does not do justice to “Pop” Spence
to regale you here. It is impossible to be “Pop” Spence! You
missed a lot of laughs. Just about everyone bellowed with
laughter more than once including this writer. If you know
Spence and have been exposed to his humor, you know exactly
what I mean. “FB,” Spence! You are always a joy to watch and
hear!

It is hard to believe another post-Christmas have come and
gone. That “tempus fugus” guy sure knew what he was talking
about. Hi! Well there is next year. And please remember there
is the summer “bunknic”-a.k.a. Drumlins picnic-coming up in
the summer. So watch for that next eating event!

73 & 88, KB2KBY

Its not too early to be thinking about setup for Fest!!







