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NEXT MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday May 21, 2008 THE DRUMLINS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, LTD
Doors open at 7:00 pm Meeting Agenda

Meeting 7:30 pm DATE: 04/16/2008 CALL TO ORDER:19:31 Adj 20:15

New York State EMO MEMBERS / GUESTS: N2RUS, Brenda Cook, K2MPE,
Route 31 Newark, NY KC2JAL, N2QK, KB2KBY, W2EVU, KB2ROP, KE4VHA,
or try 146.745 WD2STK, KC2TCM, Sam Swisher, KS2JEK, KD2NJ, KB2SOZ,

: WA2SOK, N2COJ, W4ILN, WB2BSN, KC2PHS, K20EQ
For assistance try 146.745

MINUTES: MOVE TO ACCEPT: K2MPE 2™: W2EVU &
CARRIED

RACES-ARES MAY 2008
TREASURERS REPORT: by KB2ZKBY Motion to accept
Another month has rolled by! Wow! It sure seems quick here KB2SOZ 2™ K2MPE & CAR};UED J

that I must be typing this for another month. Where does the

time go? Hil PUBLIC SERVICE: Tour de Cure 6/8/087 report on the walk at

the VA in Canadaigua. More bodies needed next year for complete

-1 9yt . .
April 20™s WARECS net was a simplex net. I believe it was coverage of route.

the first one done. It is a first for my time as a Drumlins mem-
ber and involved in RACES-ARES at least. The NCS (Net
Control Station) was at the SEMO using the club’s Icom 2m
rig and the 2m amp. I had to look in the manual to program the
simplex frequency of 146.550. Hi! Being an older rig it was
simple enough and far simpler than the newer rigs. Heaven
help us if we ever lose these manuals to these rigs these days.
Hi! You know what I mean. So program in this frequency just
in case we need to use a simplex frequency (Heaven forbid!),
and when we have another net like this.

REPEATERS: 146.745 ok 146.685 no change. County has
authorized replacement  144.950- Wegman'’s hill ok,
Brantling still down , Newark SEMO ok at times.

RACES: 2 radios w/antennas set for 685 & 745 have been do-
nated for the use as RACES mobile by Andy, KC2SIN. Using 745
for net. No net 5/25, 7/4 (Sunday) or Labor day weekend. Next net
Sunday will be simplex test on 146.55 to check net coverage. Net
procedures were discussed.

The purpose of this simplex exercise was to see where we
could get out and who could hear whom. It was interesting!
HTs even got NCS and other stations could not hear anyone
but NCS even on the backside of good 2m beam. 2m signals
are fluky. We all know that. This was all the reason why had
the simplex net. The 146.685 repeater has an automatic gen-
erator kick in if the power fails to Brantling. But what if the

ACTIVITIES & CONTESTS: not much going on.
VE TEAM: team set for Hamfest testing

NEWSLETTER: Thanks Irv.  Anyone with articles, get them to
Irv for publication.

Continued on page 2 REMEMBERANCE: Keith Freeburg, N2BEL , sk

RACES NET SUNDAYS 8:45 PM 146.745
Except for Holiday Weekends

OLD BUSINESS: Hamfest “odds nends”, and prep work and test-
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The Drumlins Leaders 07-08
President Jim Collinsworth, N2JC 315-483-8136
V-President  Doug Peeso, KB2ROP 315-587-2889
Secretary Russ Millspaw, N2RUS 315-483-8924
Treasurer Dave Taylor, KB2KBY 315-597-4293
Program Charles Escriva, KB2SOZ 315-986-5779
Prog. Asst Dave Taylor, KB2KBY 315-597-4293
Director 3 yr Bob Wilkin, W2GIV 315-923-2620
Director 2 yr  Harold Spencer, W4ILN 315-539-3819
Director 1 yr  Steve Elliott, N2COJ 315-789-2701
Sysop .745 Jeff Jenson, N2MKT 315-483-1537
Sysop .685  Bruce Blair, WB2QKO 315-597-9731
News Letter  Irv Walter, WA2SOK 315-597-2192
Club Trustee Dave Taylor, KB2KBY 315-597-4293

Minutes from Page 1

ing was discussed. Jon King volunteered to help with the PA
System.

NEW BUSINESS: AWA spring meet

50/50: KE4VHA

ADJOURNMENT: K2MPE 2™ unknown Passed
Respectfully submitted,

Russ Millspaw, N2RUS

Races from Page 1
worse scenario happened and even that emergency power failed?
Well the simplex test was to find out. Remember the 146.745 re-
peater has only temporary battery backup if there is a loss of elec-
trical power. What if all power even emergency power to the re-
peaters was lost?

So how did it go? Well we had a lot of newcomers to the net and
even some of the normally packeted message takers checked in that
evening. This was nice to hear! Coverage was from Sodus to the
north to Phelps to the south and with Williamson on Ridge Road as
ANCS (Alternate Net Control Station). NCS heard all but checkin
stations could not hear each other. That is the purpose of a simplex
net is to find out who can hear whom if at all. NCS at SEMO is
good! I believe at the county EOC if would be so.

There are some definite conclusions from this net. First, we need
more participants. The checkins were more than normal but these
were areas of the county that no one called in from. Hopefully the
word will get out and we will have more participating from the
whole of Wayne County in the next simplex test. Yes, there will be
another one! The simplex test forces us to use our “over” and “out”
protocol correctly and it forces the need of saying one’s call when
you hit that PTT to speak much like the HF NYS RACES net on
Sunday at 9:00AM. Even on the HF net the checkins forget the
same items! With more participants closer stations could have
heard some of those unheard HTs. Those close by stations could
have relayed for the HT to checkin. This is the way the HF net op-
erates. With conditions very weird lately on the 80mb on Sunday
mornings the word “relay” was heard quite often. I heard one Re-
gion 5 checkin that no one else even heard. More club members
could have made a big difference in this first simplex test.

Second, although HT's were able to hit the SEMO with simplex
there is a definite advantage to having a good base and/or mobile

News Letter Stuff Send To: Irv Walter, WA2SOK
2881 Macedon Ctr. Rd. Lot 57 Palmyra. NY. 14522
Tel: (315)-597-2192  E-mail: wa2sok@rochester.rr..com

Races Continued

2m rig with higher power than 5 watts. The 10 watts from the
club Icom even with the antenna height advantage of SEMO’s
tower was not enough. The 2m amp had to turned on for a bet-
ter signal by NCS. So checkins with HTs only, the purchase of
a 2m amp would be suggested or an upgrade to a 50-65 watt
2m mobile or base should be on one’s wish list. Of course lo-
cation is everything with the 2mb even with a working re-
peater but simplex makes that location even more crucial to be
heard. Naturally a good antenna is a must for all occasions.

Third, one checkin was using his emergency power. We have
28 members of the club that are certified emergency power
stations. Although emergency power was not a prerequisite for
this test one should think seriously of emergency power for
your station. Let us face this fact! We usually are needed the
most when the proverbial manure hits the fan and that means
there is no electrical power. To get that 50-65 watts or switch
on the 2m amp you’ll need more than battery power. We have
to be of some use for the public in times of emergency and
that means we must be prepared ourselves to help them.

If you do get that emergency power or you have upgraded
your ability to HF, mobile etc., remember to tell me the RO
and EC, the Radio Officer for RACES and Emergency Coor-
dinator for ARES for Wayne County. Remember the little
question form you all have filled out pertaining to your radio
capacity? All that question information I must tabulate each
year for my ARES Annual Report. If there are changes I need
to know those changes to correct my report yearly. So please
think of me! Hi! You just do one form for yourself. [ must
keep track of 80 members.

Also remember to keep your Wayne County RACES badge up
to date. In an emergency when roads are officially closed
you’ll need that badge to get where you are needed legally for
emergency communications. New club members contact me
some time and I’ll give you the where to go information for
the badges. They are a must!

Enough for one month I guess. Thanks for letting me bend
your ear once again. The Drumlins is not the contest club that
was once chartered to be. This is okay. Gear is affordable and
we are blessed with good shacks at our QTHs that fulfill this
purpose. The emphasis of the club has been changed to emer-
gency communications for the good of the public in general.
This is also good. Have fun in amateur radio with what titil-
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RACES from page 2

; NO MORE LOOSE LITHIUM
lates you! That’s why we have our ‘tickets.’ But keep the Drum- BATTERIES BY AIR
lins’ role of emergency communications in mind also and how
you could aid the club’s mission. For all of you club members that are airplane travelers, I

. thought this would be an article to pay attention to.
Until next month, have a good safe and fun Memorial Day week-

end with family and friends and the rest of the summer season. (World Radio, March 2008) “Air Travelers (including Hams)

Remember there are no Sunday night WARECS nets for Memo- are no longer permitted to pack loose non-rechargeable lithium

rial Day, Independence Day or Labor Day weekends. batteries in checked luggage. This is to help reduce the risk of
fires in flight.

73 & 88, Dave KB2KBY

Many Hams use lithium-based batteries to power QRP gear for
HAMFEST 2008 holiday operations. (Newsletter note, we Hams also carry HTs
as well on trips.) The TSA says that passengers can still check
baggage with lithium, but only if they are installed in electronic
devices. Batteries may be in carry-on baggage if packed in
plastic bags.

Well! It is all over for another year. We have another Drumlins
hamfest under our belts. Again we may say it was a big success.

Come to the May meeting and find out about all the results. The
results look good. Our numbers of tickets sold were almost exact
as last year. The kitchen was up once again! And the club table
was up as well! And the Marbletown Fire Hall tables were full!
The weather cooperated wonderfully.

The ban affects only non-rechargeable lithium batteries such as
those made by Energizer and Duracall. (Underlining gone for
this newsletter for emphasis.) Non-rechargeable alkaline or
cardon based and all rechargeable NiCad and NiMH batteries
are still permitted.

According to news reports, the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion has found that fire-protection systems in the cargo hold of
passenger planes can’t put out fires sparked in lithium batter-
ies.”

Many thanks to all who helped! You know who you are! The Fri-
day ‘put up the hamfest’ crew was done in the quickest time I can
remember. Mark’s Pizza was right on time to reward the Friday
crew with the sheet pizza. The Saturday ‘put back the bingo hall’
crew was hard working and efficient. The Saturday crew helped
KJI and Quicksilver pack their stuff away as well. Unfortunately I
can’t remember who in the Saturday crew won the drawing for the
ARRL Antenna Book. Oooops! Sorry! Hi! (Remember the Satur-
day crew has a drawing of a door prize usually a $39-$49 value.)

[ World Radio allows reprinting of their articles in local clubs
or non-profit organizations as long as a note of credit is given.
We thank World Radio magazine.]

have never won anything in my life. Ironically he was looking
on eBay for a 2m rig for the home QTH. I told him, you have it

The word I heard from many sources after was our hamfest was Hil
now. i

well liked by many who attended. The door prizes were appreci-
ated and were good choices. I got several phone calls and at the
AWA spring meet two weeks later several more compliments. So
our efforts are paying off!

Many thanks go to Bob of “OneYukon” for his donation of the
hamfest tickets. We have enough for next year. Lissa of
“Computergirl” added two prizes to our door prizes. KJI was

Speaking of prizes our third prizewinner of the Diamond VHF kind to add quite a few donations to our prize table as well as

SWR-Watt meter was Bob Erskine, W2NVZ, of Irondequoit. Bob ones we purchased. This all add'ed up to’a good-looking prize
was an interesting guy to visit when I dropped off his prize. Bob tal?le. flﬂ faCttwe ha:d ;,uchfa Ch; ive:of pr}xize? lbkept a f.‘ew of

is big into amateur TV. Retired now, he worked many years for P nﬁe - n;lx ye]:lar e ;St‘ ;r — ; u ?ut]l; pnzc;at.re 1
TV stations in the Rochester area his whole career. I got the grand hrea g goo“.{ B}? £ve e T havs bee 103 AR
tour of his ‘shacks.” Yes-I mean plural! Hi! I hope I didn’t sali- amfests. We have out done them all for prizes.

ate too much over his QTH. Bob’s XYL, Jean, is also a ham. ) ..
® Q mEEaace Thank you Drumlins’ members for your dedication and help

Our second top prize of the Alinco DJ-17 2/440 HT winner was w%th the hamfest. Well done! Now you can rest until next year!

Al Venooker, N2MPD, of Ithaca. Hi! But come time for next year’s hamfest you better be good
and rested. Hi! You will be needed to help once again.

Our first prizewinner of the Yaesu FT-2800M was Kevin Romer, “FB” Drumlins! 73 & 88, Executive Committee

KC2MLC, of Trumansburg. Kevin was very pleased! He said I

NO WARECS NETS
FOR THE SUMMER HOLIDAY WEEKENDS.
e il Remember! With the summer holiday season starting to come
2228&? }g;:;gzﬁgn ﬁ;u%‘l(mf ;?;22 upon us there are no Sunday night WARECS-RACES nets the

Packet: Kb2kby-1 thru Newark Node following weekends:
Email: kb2kby@rochester.rr.com MEMORIAL DAY - LABOR DAY - INDEPENDENCE DAY

CLUB ADDRESS:







